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January 23, 2024 
 
 
Greetings North Georgia Annual Conference! 
 
The Barnes Evaluation and Administration Team is excited to enter another year of ministry with 
you and looks forward to seeing all of your ideas for innovative mission and ministry throughout 
our Annual Conference.  
 
In 2023 we were able to invest $1.29 million dollars with congregations and ministries across 
North Georgia to fund mission and ministry that will change lives and spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in new ways. We granted funds for racial reconciliation work, digital ministry, food 
banks and feeding ministries, and community engagement to name a few. And we are already 
beginning to see fruit from those investments! 
 
As we move into 2024 the BEAT application and funding windows remain the same. Completed 
applications are due to BEAT by February 1, May 1, and September 1 in order to be considered 
properly before BEAT for review. Remember to include adequate time for your application to be 
reviewed by your DSGT or the CMT. 
 
The main change for 2024 is that the May window will be reserved for District special requests. 
This reservation is in response to the disaffiliations of many of our siblings in Christ last year. 
Only District Strategic Growth Teams are eligible to submit grant requests in the May 1 funding 
window. It is a priority of the Cabinet and BEAT that those UMC’s that have remained in the 
connection are well supported as we re-envision who and what God is leading us to do and be 
in this new season.   
 
We are looking forward to a great 2024, coming alongside you to help enable the ministry of 
Jesus Christ throughout our North Georgia Conference! 
 
 
The Barnes Evaluation and Administration Team 


